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OR, 

THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 

AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shal! the receiving 
of them be, bat life from the dead ’?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY, 

Our readers were informed, in the No. for September, that in 
consequence of the legal bar to an alteration of our Constitu- 
tion, a Committee had been appointed “ to consider the expedi- 
ency of an application to the Legislature of this State, for such 
an alteration in the charter of this Institution, as will allow the 
Society to meliorate the condition of the Jews otherwise than 
| by collecting them into a colony or settlement.” That Com- 

mittee reported, at a meeting adjourned from the regular 
meeting in August, favourably to the ap; lication to the Le- 

' gislature. But the Board were found to be so equally divid- 
» ed on the final vote, that the project was entirely abandoned. 
- Thereupon a Committee was appwinted to devise some plan of 
% operations under the existing Constitution, in which the Board 
might harmonize. That Committee have met, and the pros- 
~ pect of harmony is favourable. The result will soon be known. : 
' 3s 
} BAPTISM OF A YOUNG JEW. 


an 
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On the 18th of June, a young Jew, of the age of 23, named 1 
Barnard David, after a previous course of trial and instruction { 
for six months, was baptized by the Rev. T. ‘I’. Biddulph, in 
) Bristol, Eng. in presence of a very numerons congregation. ; 
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ad | says a correspondent of the London Christian Journal, 
the voluntary sacrifice of the ties of kindred, and home, and 
country ; of the endurance of scorn, and malice, and persecution; 
if the steady resistance of pecuniary temptation to forsake 

hrist, be tests of sincere aud supreme attachment to him, 1 | 
think they have appeared in the present instance.” Mt 


Vou. IV. 
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A SCRIPTURAL VIEW OF THE DUTY OF GHRISTIANS TO PROMOTE 
CHRISTIANITY AMUNGST THE JEWS. 


Briracts from a Speech delivered at Belfast, by the Rev. W. 
Bushe, A. M. 


i. I have to proclaim the authority upon which I would urge 
this duty. And here | take high ground, nay, | will say, 
I take holy ground, for 1 do feel the place upon which this So. 
ciety stands “is holy ground.” —God speaks to us, and suitable 
reverence becomes us as was prescribed to Moses of old, when 
God spake to him; and spake to him, be it remembered, con- 
cerning the deliverance of this same people ; when he proclaim. 
ed himself “ the God of Abraham—the God of Isaac—anid the 
God of Jacob:” a name which he has never repealed, even 
though “ the God of the whole earth he be called.” ‘The high 
and holy ground is the Book of God. 1 sha!l deliver to you 
the commission addressed to the church of God, and which 
comes expressly from Jehovah him-elf—‘* Comfort ye, comfort 
ye my people, saith your God; speak ye comfortably unto Je- 
rusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that 
her iniquity is pardoned, for she hath received at the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins.” Here we find a command given 
to the church to comfort Jerusalem, the declared object of this 
address. ‘That this command has had already a primary fil- 
filment, must unquestionably be allowed. For we find in the 
passage immediately connected with this command, a voice in- 
troduced, as crying forth in correspondence to the commission 
issued, which voice we know from the Evangelist, was no other 
than the harbinger of the Messiah himself. ‘This at once serves 
to show the spiritual nature of the comforts to be administered, 
and points out the person in whom there could be found such 
“ plenteous redemption,” as to convey a grant of such abuo- 
dant and transcendant mercy. As in the person of the Re- 
deemer these blessings were to be found, so at his coming there 
was a primary fulfilment of this gracious commission, and at- 
tended with a pariial success. For though he proved in gene- 
ral “a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, to both houses 
of Israel,” yet were there even at that time, when “he came 
unto his own, and his own received him not,” some who, like 
Simeon, waited for the consolation of Israel; and like Anna, 
“looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”’ And in further execution 
of this commission, we find the apostles preaching to the r bre- 
thren the Jews, and th: ough their preaching we have it declared, 
‘¢how many thousands of Jews there were who believed.” But 
that the commission “ to comfort Jerusalem,” is revoked, or is 
no longer in force, or that this primary execution of this com- 
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wand, is its plenary and entire fulfilment, I would confidently 
deny. For even that same voice which we have crying in the 
wilderness, where it declares that “ithe glory of God shall be 
revealed ;” tells us, that “ all flesh shall see it together ;” by 
which it proclaims an event that has not even at this time taken 
place, where so many nations, people, and languages, yet con- 
tinue ignvrant of Christ and salvation—an event, however, 
which is announced as hereafter to take place, of which assur- 
ance is given, by the declaration that “ the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it.” 

Can any professing church in Christ refuse obedience to a 
command pronounced by such an authority as the word of God? 


What can free them {rom this duty ? Nothing but the repeal of 


that word from God himself. And that he has not repealed it | 
am prepared to prove. He had not repealed it when le sent his 
Son into’ the world; for so far were this people from being 
placed beyond the pale of that Mission, that he was sent exelu- 
sively to them, as his own declaration proves, “1 am not come 
but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” It was not repealed 
even after that he had by their “ wicked hands been crucified 
and slain.””’ For when risen from the dead, he commissioned his 
Apostles to preach the Gospel to all nations; even in that ex- 
tended commission, he assigned unto this people the priority, 
saying, “ beginning at Jerusalem.” It was not repealed at the 
day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out from on high 
—when the Apostle Peter preached to Jews, “ calling on them 
to repent, and be baptized every one of them, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins.’ Or afterwards, when 
this same Apostle of the circumcision declared that unto them— 
first, God having raised up his Son Jesus, had sent him to bless 
them, in turning away every one of thein from his iniquities,”” 
He who laboured in another field of mission—the Apostle of 
the Gentiles, did not conceive the commission revoked, but, on 
the contrary, declared it was necessary to be preached unto 
them. Ever was it his practice to preach first in the Syna- 
gogues ; and notwithstanding all their revilings of his person 

and what may well be supposed as having more weight with 
such a character, notwithstanding all their rejection of the Gos- 
pel itself, the last account which we have of him in Scripture 

represents him assembling the Jews at !\ome, “ teaching and 

persuading them concerning Jesus Christ.” But how the 

church has executed this unrevoked commisssion, since the canon 

of Scripture has been closed, let history tell—and tell to its 

shame! The Jew has been persecuted and despised by the no- 

minal and professing church, he has been abandoned even by 

the spiritual church. Let the history of our Missions tell—aad 

fell also to its shame—many years have now elapsed, though 
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late even then it was, since some of.the churches in Christ have 
roused themselves to missionary exertions, and have devoted 
themselves to.preach “ the unsearchable riches of Christ.” But 
we find it was among the Heathen—the Jew, being unthought 
of; as if he had no existence in the world, And even now, when 
every church of Christ are giving themselyes to the work of 
Missions, (and the Lord pat it into their hearts to do it ten 
thousand mes more abundantly!) yet most,of these Societies 
to the Heathen are directed to countries, where, in general, the 
Jew has no place; or if he has, is unheeded by them, One So- 
ciety of twelve years standing only, exists in England, to which 
we are auxiliary—and one in Scotland, for the purpose of 
preaching the Gospel to the Jews; and it is awful to think, that 
so far from mourning over the neglect of a duty, so positive and 
so authoritative, that many are found to vindicate such conduct ; 
and if they have not gone to the length of thinking that they 
would do God service by persecuting them, at least maintain 
that they do so by neglecting them. We come to you this day, 
to you of this place, to afford you an opportunity, in some 
measure, to wipe away the reproach which has so long lain 
against every church in Christ, by their great negligence of so 
positive a command. We call upon you,not to leave your own 
houses, nor your own peculiar sphere of duties, but to supply 
us with means of enabling Missionaries and messengers to be 
sent, who may say “ to the cities of Judah, Behold your God !” 

2. I proceed now to prove the necessity of preaching unto the 
people the Gospel of Christ in order that they, may be saved. 
Assuredly they who believe the Scriptures, will allow this ne- 
cessity of preaching uuto them. ‘“ We who are Jews by nature, 
(says the Apostle,) and not sinners of the Gentiles, knowing 
that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the 
faitlr of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ that 
we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the 
works of the law.’ This conclusion, therefore, which sets at 
nought all the privileges which they then possessed, and stamps 
insufficiency on them as to their being the procuring cause of 
salvation, leaves them, as it respecis this. upon the common 
level of those who were notoriously and confessedly sinners. 
This conclusion, then, I say, now in their present state of de- 
gradation, assuredly proclaims, if possible, more than ever, the 
necessity of preaching unto them that Gospel, that they may 
believe in Jesus for the remission of sins, “as by him all that 
believe are justified from all things, from which they could not 
be justified by the law of Moses.”—And if the necessity be 
thus clearly and Scripturally established, may we not appeal 
to the common feelings of humanity Does it excite no com- 
miseration in you to see this people perishing in their sins: 
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You think it necessary to have the Gospel preached unto the 
Heatiren, and [ trust. that you contribute to that great work 
according to your means. But recollect, that the necessity Is 
the same in the case of the Jews ; shall not the same compas- 
sion then be exercised towards them as towards®others ’ or 
they only of all the nations of the «arth, are they only to be ex- 
cluded from the offices of common benevolence and of human 
compassion, no care to be exercised towards them, no concern 
to be manifested for them ? Is the Jew of -uct a faial name and 
denomination as to be excluded by an awful interdict of heaven, 
from any particrpation in the mercy of that God whi is * kind 
to the evil and to the untha:kful?’” Let him be of the most 
abandoned character, he cannot be worse than * ungodly,” 
worse than “ an enemy to God ;”—yet we learn from Scripture, 
that these form no ground of exclusion, but * rather God com- 
mends his love in that his Son died’’ tor such characters as 
these. Is the Jewish character fallen into the most degraded 


state, (and | allow that, in many places, we have instances of 


the most abandoned profligac’y,) and shall that be advanced as 
a reason for not attenipting any amelioration of their state, or 
as a proof of the hopelessness of success ? Had it been so, the 
missionaries of Otaheite would have done well to leave the 


islanders of the South Sea, who were sunk into the depths of 


sensuality, to go on utrcontrouled in their wickedness ; but the 
history of that Mission proves, that the Lord’s word shall not 
“retarn to him void, but that it shall prosper in the thing 
whereunto he sends it.”” Will you, then, take up the decree writ- 
ten against Babylon, and direct it against Zion; “ Sit thou 
down in the dust, virgin daughter of Zion.” Or shall we be 
busied in loosing the shackles of slavery wherever they are to 
be found, but leave shackled and fettered the captive daughter 
of Zions Is * the day-spring from on high” to visit all others, 


to give “ light to them that sit in darkness and the shadow of 


death, to guide their feet into the way of peace ;” but is no 
light to shine on this people, no peave to visit them ?—Will you 
still leave them to weep, exiled “ be-ide all waters,” aud forbid 
them “to sing the songs of Zion in strange lands.” 

3. I shall now proceed to lay before you, as I purposed, the 
propriety of adopting ordinary and human means to carry on 
this work, and of preaching the Gospel to the Jews as unto any 
other people of the haman race. And here we must do away 
some objections which are urged against the use of all means 
Whatsoever ts be exercised towards this people, and are main- 
tained as reasons for mit engaging or assisting in this work— 
“Every thing relating t» this people, it is said, is so specially 
pointed out, is so determinately fixed, that any interference of 
man is unnecessary and presumptuous, and therefore there is no 
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occasion for the use of ordinary means.” Every thing relating 
to this people ts specially pointed oul—we deny it not! it i- the 
very reason tor the use of any endeavours on our part. Every 
thing relating to this people zs determinately fixed—we deny it 
not !—it forms the very ground of our hope. But that because it 
ts fixed, that therefore there is no occasion for the use of ordi- 
ary means, ve confidently deny, and for proofs we send these 
objectors to ther Bible We would ask such objectors if they 
never read in their Bible the awful punishment with which God 
from time to time threatened to afilict this people of old—and 
we would ask them how these afflictions were executed ? Whe- 
ther by the arm of the Lord signally and specially bared, or 
by human agency? Were they not invariably ac complished by 
nations and people oppressing and afflicting them—human be- 
ings the instruments of these punishments’—Oh! it is sad to 
think, that when the purposes of God are wrath and punish- 
ment, what willing instruments men have been found to execute 
that wrath—but when purposes of grace and mercy are declar- 
ed, we find them declining to interfere, and saying in their prac- 
tice, if not in their language, “ Mercy is not our work.” Let 
such objectors farther remember, that even in the bringing 
about the sacrifice of Christ, of which they must allow that 
every thing was most minutely predicted, that even that was 
accomplished by human agency—* Ye have fulfilled the Scrip- 
tures in condemning him,” is the rebuke addressed to those 
concerned in that transaction, Let the objectors be satisfied, 
that as human agency and haman means were employed in these 
cruel and awful circumstances, so shall human agency and hu- 
man means be employ ed in bringing to pass purposes of mercy 
towards this ancient and long-afilicted people. Aud cold must 
you be and heartless, if you fvel not the privilege of now being 
addressed in their behalf, and enjoy not the opportunity now 
offered to you of being in any wise employ ed in carrying for- 
ward this “ work of faith, and labour of love.” But. says ano- 
ther, ‘‘ miracles‘are to be exercised towards this people ;” and 
therefore, assuredly, there is no occasion for human interfer- 
ence. That miracle may be exercised in future dispensations 
respecting this people, all whose history past and present is, 
as it were; miraculous—a pe ople, “ wonderful from the begin- 
ning hitherto,” and even now in their dispersions, like their own 
ark in its captivity, showing forth the “ wonders of the Lord,” 
would be very presumptuous to deny ; rather some passages in 
Scripture would favour the expectation? But this the event 
alone can determine. We would only observe, that with this 
we have no concern. But we would remind you, that were we 
quite assured miracles would take place, that miracles never 
converted any. Had it been so, all they who witnessed the 
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miracles of Christ, would have been converted; but, neverthe- 
less, we read of those who saw and believed not. Therefore, as 
the concern of our Society is with souls, our care is, that the 
Gospel may be preached into them, by which alone souls can 
be saved. Let miracles then be used or not used, human en- 
deavours are no less necessary and to be exerted, that unto them 
may be preached the Gospel of Christ. 

4. | have now to state, as | purposed, that there is encourage- 
ment for our Society to engage in this work’ And here it is, 
that objections are multiplied against our endeavours, and num- 
bers are found 


“To throw ominous conjecture on the whole success.”’ 


“They are a people” (say some) “ ever impenetrable—-ever re- 
jecting the counsel of God against themselves !”—even let this 
be granted, and it cannot serve as an excuse. | mentioned that 
the history of the Scriptures left the Apostle Paul preaching to 
the Jews! Though from his address to them, it was evident that 
he was quite prepared for their rejection and obstinacy; “ Well 
spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 
saying, Gu unto this people, and say, Hearing, ye shall hear, 
and shall not understand, and seeing, ye shall see, and not per- 
ceive!” but has the experiment been so fully made, as to war- 
rant us to rest satisfied of the truth of this charge which is daily 
made? For nearly eighteen centuries, men who profess and 
profane the Christian name, have been pra? ntsc this 
eople—and now only a few years, and a few Missionaries, sent 
forth by the Institution, have served to show the benevolence of 
the Christian faith. And can you call this a fair trial, or a suf- 
ficient evidence to justify you in drawing such a conclusion, 
and to warrant your neglect of addressing them! but the ob- 
jection is founded in ignorance of the nature of man; for what 
is the heart of a Jew, but that same “ heart of stone,” which 
every man has by nature! And ‘* as the Gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation, to the Jew as well as to the Greek,” the 
objection argues an unbelief of that power which is “ mighty 
through God to te pulling dewn of strong holds, casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalts itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ.” It is founded on an ignorance of 
the facts recorded in the Bible. A prophet of old was found to 
make intercession to God against Israel, and complained that he 
was left alone; ‘* But what said the answer of God unto him? I 
have reserved unto myself seven thousand that have not bowed 
the knee to the image of Baal.” And what said the Apostle re- 
specting Israel in his day? “ Even so at this present time also, 
there is a remnant according to the election of grace.” Ané 
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what said he respecting Israel in times to come’ He hath pro- 
claimed that their imp: nitence and uolelef shall not be final ; 

for he hath said, that the “* Redeemer shall come to Zion, and 
turn away sacredness from Jacob, and so all Israel shall be 
saved ”—He hath proclaimed that it never was tofal—for even 
previous to th: ar full gathering in, “it was blindness but in part 
that had hap; ened unto Israel !”— th: refore, there never was a 
time in which the church might not have expected SOME success 
among this people by the preaching of the Gospel; and yell 
would it have been for the church, if like the Apostle, they 
could have said, * they wished to save some.’”’—It is founded 
in ignorance of the promises of the Bible. Had they believed 
them, they would have found that their “ stony hearts” may be 
broken, and their * iron sinew” sofiened ; for thus the proniise 
runs to them, “1 will pou upon the hopse of David and the in- 
habitants of Vertdaleun. the spirit of grace and of supplication, 
and they shall look on me whom they have pierced ; and they 
shall mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son, aud 
shall be in bitternes- for him as one that is in bitterness for bis 
first born.” \nd the an.als of our Society can afford evidences 
how “ the Lord is faithful who hath promised” For we have 
instances which we can lay before you, of some of this people 
having received the spirit of grace and supplication, and exhi- 
biting in their conversion, all the marks and signs of a broken 


and contrite spirit: mstances which manifest that they who go 
forth in simple dependence on the promise and power of God, 
shall not labour in vain, Some of these instances my brother 
Secretary will bring forward before you this day, in his details 
of the operatio: is of the Society, and they may serve to con- 
vince you that it. operations Lave been attended with no little 


success. 
I have now, in conclusion, to state, the great benefits which 


are to result to the church of Christ at large, from the conver- 
sion of this people And here it is t at our Society possesses 
its high vantage ground of superiority, inasmuch, as in the con- 
version of this peopl you work the conversion of the world. It 
will be found most true, that every dispensation of God towards 
this people, whether prosperous or adverse to themselves, is 
fruitful only in blessings to the Gentile world, all their benefits 
growing directly and insmediately out of the several disensa- 
tions affecting the Jewish people, We may say, with truti:, of 
every event that befalls this people, what the Apostle says of 
himself and his brother Apostle ;—** Whether they be afflicted, 
it is for our consolation and salvation—or whether they be 
comforted, it Is for .ur consolation and salvation.” Have this 
eople fallen? * Throueh their fall. salvation is comet. the 
Gentiles.” —And what shall be the result to the Gentiles from 
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the coming in of the people? hear what the “ Scripture” says! 
“ff the (all of them bas been the riches of the world. awd the 
diminishing of them the riches ef the Gentiles, dow much more 
their fuluess °” Here then we find :t declared, that ail the spi- 
ritual blessings which we Gentiles now enjoy. are the direet and 
immediate consequences of the rejection of the people of Israel, 
and that all these blessings are to be considered as very poor 
and partial, in comparison of the much greater blessings which 

are yet to visit dhe, when God shali gather in again his ancrent 

eople. Such a glorious prospect as this, prepares us to receive, 
in all its fulness, what the Apostle has further sain) with such 
emphatic langusge on the same subject: “ If the casting away 
of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
of them be, but life from the dead.” Examine this promise in 
all its fulness, and ‘ assured, God will not perform less than 
he promises, and behold all the transcendant blessings which 
will result from the conversion of Israel unto God. Behold, 
then, * living waters going out from Jerusalem !” waters, which 
like those seen in vision by Ezekiel, issuing forth from the sane- 
tuary, shall cause “that every thing which lives and moves, 
whithersoever the rivers come, sha/l live.”’ 

if the principles which [ have advanced, shall rove them- 
selves sound and Scriptural; if the authority of God is to be 
believed; and if the salvation of souls creates any concern 
among you, then do | feel persuaded. that our coming here this 
day, shail not be in vain; and that you will not any longer ne- 
glect a cause which | trust you now see to be so imperative and 
so important. Then do I fell persnated, that tvere shall no 
longer be any found among you, who shall consider the opera- 
tions of this Society as useless, and iis scheme as visionary, Or 
if you will call it vesionary, that you will call it so, not in the 
commou acceptance of the word, but visionary according to a 
better and happier meaning. that you will be prepared to say, 
in the language of the Report of the Society of Bristol—lan- 
guage which | conceive no less just than beautiful—that you 
will say in its words, “ Visionary, indeed, it is in one sense, but 
not in the usual meaning of the term—it is the vision which 
floated before the minds of prophets, saints, and imartyrs,—it is 
the vision which the prophet Hosea saw when he said that ¢ the 
chikiren of Israel -hould return and seek the Lord their God, 
and Wavid their King, and ‘ear him and his goodness in the 
lattr days.’ I[t is the vision which the prophet Daniel beheld 
when he spake of Michael, the prince, standing up for the de- 
liverance of the children of bis peopl. It is the vision which 
the aged Simeon saw, when he took the infant Saviour in his 
arms, and pronounced him not only ‘ the light of the Geniiles,’ 


but the future glory of his people Israel. Nay, the vision, the 
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very same as that which the Son of God himself beheld, whey 
he cried, ‘O Jerusalem! Jerusalem! your house is left unto 
-you desolate—and verily | say unto you, Ye shall not see me. 
until the time come, wien ye shall say, Blessed ts he that comer}, 
in the name of the Lord.’” 

-eoo— 


AN ADDRESS TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. 


Ye Men of Israel, hear these words! 

The God of Glory appeared unto your father Abraham when 
he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran; and said 
unto him; Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father’s house, and come into the land that | wi! 
show thee; and | will make thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great. And so Abraham departed, 
and passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the 
plain of Moreh. But the Lord gave him none inheritance iy 
the land; no, not so much as to set bis footon; yet he promis- 
ed that he would give it to him fora possession, and tu his seed 
after him, when as yet he had no child. 

Men of Israel! it is well known unto you, how that the chil- 
dren of Abraham, your fathers, in the days of Jacob, went down 
into Egypt to sojourn, for the space of four bundred years; 
and they were brought into bondage, and were evil entreated 
of the people of the land: and the Lord your God saw their 
affliction, and heard their cry by reason of their task-masters, 
and he sent Moses unto them as a ruler, and a deliverer by the 
hand of the angel, which appeared to him in the bush; and he 
brought them forth from out of the land of Egypt with signs and 
wonders, and with a mizhty hand, and a stretched-out arm, and 
with great terror: and he gave them the land of Canaan as he 
had promised, a land flowing with milk and honey; and they 
came in, and possessed it for a season. 

Men of Isrvel! The Lord God of your fathers gave unto 
Abraham the covenant of circumcision. And by Moses he or- 
dained bis law, and his sabbaths, and delivered unto you his 
commandments, and his statutes, that ye might do them, and 
might continue to possess the land, which the Lord sware unto 
your fathers. And he set you high above all the nations of the 
earth, in praise, and in name, and in honour. But your fathers 
rebelled against him, and obeyed not his laws, neither kept his 
sabbaths; and they despised his words, and misused his pro- 
phets, until his wrath arose against his people. And there was 
no remedy ; and he sent Ephraim, and the ten tribes of Israel, 
bis fellows, into captivity unto this day; and upon Judah he 
brougiit the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men 
with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no com- 
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passion upon young man or maiden, or old man or him that 
stooped for age; and carried away into Babylon, them that 
hai escaved the sword, int) captivity for seventy years, even 
until! the land had enjoyed her sabbaths. 

Men of Israel! Your furefathers cried unto the Lord in this 
their aflliction, that he would be pleased t. turn their captivity 
from Babylon ; and the Lord hearkened and heard it: and he 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus the king of Persia, who made pro- 
clamation unto the people, that they might go up, and build the 
house of the Lord at Jerusalem. And they went up and build- 
ed both the house, and the city, and the wall; and the people 
returned and dwelt there by the space of about six hundred 
years; after which your city was destroyed, and the house of the 
Lord was burnt with fire, your country was made desolate, and 
strangers laid waste your land; and ye were carried away cap- 
tives by the Gentiles, and became a reproach, and a by-word 
amongst the heathen, and in all the nations of the earth, whither 
the Lord hath scattered you. And ye have thus remained as a 
hissing, and as an astonishment, for the space of nearly eighteen 
hundred years, even unto this day. 

Men and brethren! Children of Israel ! How is the gold be- 
come dim! and how is the most fine gold changed ! And how 
is the virgin, the daughter of Judah trodden, as in a wine press! 
And wherefore is it that the Lord your God iath made deso- 
lat» the place and the people of his sanctuary ? 

Children of faithful Abraham! Brethren! Hearken unto the 
words wiich the i.ord spake unto you by the prophets. He said 
by Moses, “ ‘The Lord thy God will raise up untu thee a pro- 
phet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me ; un- 
to him shall ye hearken.—And it -hall come to pass that whoso- 
ever will not hearken unte my words, which he shall speak un- 
to you in my name, | will require it of him.” Deut. xviiii—Of 
this prophet also God bare witness by David, saying, “ Thou 
art ny Son, this day have | beg«tten thee.— Ask of me, and | 
will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession.” (Psalm ii.) “In bis days 
shall the righteous flourish: and abundance of peace so long as 
the moon endureth. He shall have dominion from sea to sea, 
and from the river to the ends of the earth. His name shall 
endure for ever. and all nations shall call him blessed.” Psalm 
Ixxii. Hear also the words of the Lord by the prophet Isaiah, 
concerning him who is a priest for ever after the order of Mel- 
chizedec, even, the prophet spoken of by Moses, Messiah, the 
king of Israel.—* Behold! a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
Son, and call his name Immanuel.’—And again,—* Unto us a 
Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government shall 
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Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father the Pring, 
of Peace. Ot the merease of his government and peace ther, 
shall be no end, upon the throne of David. and upon bis kine. 
dom. to order ut and to establish it with judgement, and with 
justice, trom henceforth and for ever.” This is he of whim 4) 
the prophets bear witness, that he is the Holy One—the King 
of Israel—the Rock—the Redeemer. And he is named Jushy, 
— Michael-- Messiab—Shilo :!-—and thus saith the prophet Jer. 
emiah concerning him, ‘In his days Judah shall ‘be saved, ay¢ 
Israel siiall dwell safely ; and this is the name whereby he shal! 
be called, The |.ord our Righteousness.”’ Jer. xxiii. 

Men of Israel! time would fail, to recount the glories of him 
concerning whom | speak ; but ye yourselves ‘know that he js 
the hope, and the consolation of bsrael: that he shall stand jp 
the latter day upon the earth ‘Yea! and he shall come as he 
hath said, with clouds, and ev ery eye shall see him.— When by 
shall judd up Zion, tven shall be appear in his glory. Psalm 
cil. 16.—And he shall come suddenly to his temple, and shail 
sit as a refiner, and purifier of silver, and he shall purify the 
sons of Levi. Mal. tii. 

Men of Israel! Brethren! hearken farther concerning Mes- 
siah your Prince ; He cometh of the lineage of David, as it was 
written: ** There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse. 
and a branch shall come out of his roots. And the Spirt of 
the Lord shall rest upon him.—With righteousness shall he 
judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the 
earth: and he shal) smite the earth with the rod «f his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.” Isa. xi, 

He cometh—yea, he hsth come to bear our sins—to make 

his soul} an offering for sin, and to give his hfe a ransom for 
many, as it was also written by the prophet Isaiah, saying, “He 
hath no form nor comeliness ; and when we shall see him, there 
is 10 beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and re- 
jected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief— 
We did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, aud afflicted. But 
he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
miquitics, the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with 
liis stripes are we healed. He was brought like a lamb to the 
slaughter. He was cut off out of the land of the living. For 
the tran-gression of my people he was stricken; and he made 
his grave with the wicked.” Isaiah, liii. 

He cometh—vea, and he stall cowe a second time ; and with 

wer, and great glory, as he hath said: He shall come to 
judge the earth, to reader unto ev ery man according to bis work, 
and to save, and to deliver all his people, and to bring them 
into his rest, where sin, and death. and sorrow shal! be no more ; 
as it is written; “Sing, O daughter of Zion: shout, O Israel : 











Israel’s Advocate. 159 


be glad.and.rejoice with all thy heart, O daughter of Jerusa- 
lem. The King of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of 
thee: thou shalt,not see evil amy more. ‘The Lord thy God in 
the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice 
over thee with joy, He will rest in his love, he will joy 
over thee with singing. And at that time will | bring you again, 
even at that time willl gather you; for | will make you a name, 
and a praise among all people of the earth, when | turn back 
your captivity before your eyes, saith the Lord.” Zepw. iii,— 
And again: “i will ransom them from the power of the grave ; 
| will redeem them from death. O death! I will be thy plague, 
O grave! I willbe thy destruction.” Hosea, xiii. 14. 

Men and Brethren,-—Let me speak to you concerning Jesus 
of Nazareth. Search the ‘Testimony of bis life, and of his death, 
and see whether be hath not fulfilled all that is written in the 
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms, concern- 
ing the first coming of his, who was to redeem Israel. Read, 
and understand whether it behoved not that Messiah should 
come, and should suffer, and should rise from the dead on the 
third day, even like Jesus of Nazareth. And learn whether it 
was not said of him by David, That his soul should not be left 
in hell, neither should his body see corruption; Ps. xvi. and 
that he should aseend.up on high, leading captivity captive. 
Ps. xviii Search your Scriptures, that ye may understand, 
whether the time is not long since passed, which was declared 
by the prophet Daniel as the time of the coming of your Mes- 
siah: and whether it be not also written, that he should come 
before the Sceptre should depart from Judah. And if the times 
of Daniel have passed away. and the Sceptre also hath departed 
from Judah ; know assurediv that Messiah must needs have 
come, and that neither you wor your fathers have known him. 
Search therefore and learn whether Jesus of Nazareth be not 
indeed your Messiah, who shall come again in this latter day, 
with power and great glory unto the salvation of his ancient 
people, and to establish you upon the mountains of Israel. 

Men of Israel! Brethren! Heirs of the promise! Behold in 
Jesus of Nazareth, the prophet like unto Moses—the prophet of 
whom Moses spake You and your fathers have not hearken- 
ed to his voice, and according to his word the Lord hath requi- 
red itt your hands. And therefore, as saith Jeremiah the pro- 
phet, ye have wandered as blind men in the streets ; for the sins 
of the prophets and the iniquities of the priests, that’ shed the 
blood of the just in the midst of you. Lamentations, iv. They 
denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be 
Sranted to them ; and killed the prince of life whom God raised 
irom the dead. Therefore doth the city sit solitary, and Judah 
hath gone into captivity: she dwelleth among the heathen, and 


findeth no rest, 
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Turn ye then, ye men of Israel. Turn ye unto the Lord 

ur God. It is time to seek the Lord, and he shall come anq 
rain righteousness upon you. Behold Messiah, your Prince. 
Incline your ear; hearkeu unto his voice and harden not your 
hearts against him. Then shall ye be brought back to Zio, 
with songs, and everlasting joy upon your heads—you shal} ob. 
tain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall be no more, 
He will make you an eternal excellency, a joy of many genera. 
tions. And the Lord shall be unto you an everlasting light, 
and your God your glory. 


—eoe— 


Attempts for the Instruction and Conversion of the Jews, seriously rp. 
commended to the attention of Christians. 


The close of the eighteenth century, and the commencement 
of the nineteenth, have abounded with awful events. The Lord’ 
controversy with the nations has excited universal attention ; un. 
believers themselves have been compelled to acknowledge the 
finger of God. But the minds of the faithful have been most 
deepl, and devoutly exercised. Individuals have been awed 
into repentance, watchfulness, and serious expectation, while 
renewed zeal has animated Christian communities to seek the 
enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Society after Socie- 
ty has been formed, having the same object in view, though pur- 
sued hy different means and amongst different religious denomi- 
nations. But amidst all this anxiety to bring sinners from 
darkness to light, one object has been generally overlooked— 
though that wbject is calculated to excite tie greatest pity and 
compassion—though it invites attention by encouragements the 
most animating—thoug) it involves consequences the most in- 
portant, and urges claims of peculiar obligation on Christians— 
THE CONVEKSION OF THE JEWS. ‘The Hindoo, the Chinese. the 
Mussulman, and the more gross idolater, al/ at one time or other 
have been blessed with missionary labours ; but the poor [srae!- 
ite has been neglected, his ignorance, iis profligacy, lis aliena- 
tion from the God of his fathers, have scarcely excited any pity, 
or drawn forth the least labour of love. 

At length, however, a Society has been established for this ex- 

ress abject, and it is hoped that very few who shall consider its 
importance will be unwilling to contribute to the furtherance of 
a design which every Christian must approve. 

Tue persons into whose hands this tract may fall, are earnest- 
ly solicited to a consideration of the motives by which Chris- 
tians should be induce:! to atiempt tie conversion of the Jews. 

1. An appeal might be made to the common feelings of humant- 
ty, and especia!ly to the commiseration of Christian hearts The 
state of the Jews is truly pitiable. hat curse which their at- 
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cestors invoked, has had from age to age a most tremendous ac- 
complishment They cried out not i vain before Pilate’s bar, 
« His blood be on us, and on our children.” Scattered through 
every country, the predictions of their prophets respecting them 
minutely fulfilled, they have, for many centuries, been a bye- 
word and a proverb, the very scorn and outcast of the world.— 
What persecutions, what massacres, what confiscatious, what ex- 

ulsion and banishment, have not this miserable people endured 
in all ages of their dispersion! But if their temporal circumstan- 
ces are wretched, how much more wretched are they in their 
religious profession? Instead of the beauty of holiness, a magni- 
ficent service, and a temple filled with the immediate presence 
of Jehovah, the modern synagogue exhibits a rabble transact- 
ing business, making engagements, and walking to and fro in 
the midst of public prayers ; children at their sports; almost 
every countenance indicating the utmost irreverence and un- 
concern; and their chief Rabbi sitting by, and see:ning to care 
for none of these things. If such be their neglect of reverence 
and common decency in public worship, is it uncharitable to 
suspect an irreverent and careless performance, if pot an entire 
omission, of private devotion? Indeed, few of them know any 
thing of their own scriptures, and all in this country reverence 
what they call the Oral Law, or the Tradition of the Elders, and 
the private optnion of their superstitious Talmadists, far more 
than the ate God. The prayers taught their children, and 
offered up to the Searcher of hearts, are, in most cases, merely a 
recital of Hebrew words of the meaning of which they know no- 
thing. An accredited traveller states, as a fact of which he has 
been an eye witness, that in the countries of Morocco and Tunis, 
a board is hung behind the door, whereun are inscribed some He- 
brew sentences on which their women put their right hands 
morning and evening, and utter a few words without having the 
least apprehension that any thing further is necessary to the pray- 
er of a sincere worshipper. Can we wonder that infidelity and 
immorality have made rapid strides among thew ? Many are not 
ashamed to profess that they thik as little of Moses as of Christ, 
and ground all their eternal hopes on the uncertainty of Deism. 
Their morals are as deplorable as their principles. The children 
of the lower orders are accustomed from infancy to petty thefts, 
and they learn with their years to glory in their shame. For the 
most part, they are given to the unbounded gratification of eritni- 
nal pennans, even daring to justify them, and by the most awful of 
all derentions, to sin on principle, alleging, on the authority of 
the Rabbies, that fornication is not forbidden by the law of Moses, 
Now, if “neither fornicators, nor adalterers, nor thieves, nor cov- 
etous, nor drunkards, nor extortioners, stall enter the kingdom 
of God,” can there be conceived a state of more wretched and 
guilty ignorance, or one which makes a stronger appeal tu the 
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compassion of Christians? It may, perhaps, be pleaded, tha 
there are other persotis Wiiose circuinstatices are equally pitiatle 
and who, from their more immediate connexion with us, deniand 
our preference. But cannot'the Jew advance claims of gratiiude 
and justice on the Christian far beyond any other men in the 
world? For, 

2. To whom can we owe gratitude for past favours iv an equal 
degree? To whom were first comniited the oracles of God ? 
To the Jews. Who preserved the truth which we now enjoy— 

eserved it from age to age, while the whole earth was full of 
darkness’ The Jews. Nay, Chiistian, oy whom have you been 
reconciled to God? Was it not a Jetv, who sired his own blood 
that by lis death you might live: through whose intervession the 
Holy Ghost condescends tu dwell in-your heurt, to cheer you by 
his presence in all your trials, and to support you by his grace 
in every time of need? Who was Peter, or John, or Paul, 
through whom we have received the faith which is in Clirist Je. 
sus? Were they not all Jews * Yet did they not count their lives 
dear, ifso be they might preach the unsearchable riches of Christ 
among the Gentiles. And shall we pass by the Israelites in 
careless indifference, when any attempt which we may make on 
their behalf requires not a single deprivation of our ordina 
comforts? Far trom us be such ingratitude. But to the claims 
of gratitude are added, 

3. The demands of justice. We bave a debt to pay which 
eannut be withheld without the most flagrant dishonesty. It is 
trne, that for their unrepented transgressions, God has scatter- 
ed them over the whole earth; yet thataffords no excuse to those 
who may have added to the afftictions of his people, and rejoice 
in the evil whieh) hath befallen them. It was an expression of 
Frederick, king of Prussia, a most deterinined ene my of all re- 
ligions: ‘I have learned by the experience of ages,that no man 
ever touched that pe ple but be smarted for it,” a remark which 
the voice of inspiration as well as the experience of mankind, 
has ab ndantly confirmed. God has deciared’ by his prophets, 
that when he revisits his people, and takes away the veil from 
their hearts, he will judge and punish their oppressors. “ Be- 
hold, at that time J will odo all that afflict thee. I will contend 
with him that contend: th with thee; I will feed them that op- 
press thee with theirown flesh; and they sball be drunken with 
their owa blood as with sweet wine: and all) flesh shall know 
that} the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer. Yea. they 
shall dwell with confidence in their own land, when [ ‘:av. exe- 
cated ‘judgment upor all those that despise them round «bout 
them.” Zeph. iit. 19. Isaiah, xlix, 25. 26. Ezek. xxviii, 26. Have 
the nations. then, no reason to treinble? for where is that coantry 
which has not despised, afflicted, and coutended’ with Israel ? 

[ To be Continued.| 





